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            AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 

SOUTH EAST MELBOURNE REGION INC. 
A00131128P 

PO Box 8835 Armadale 3143 

Email:  aps.se.melb@gmail.com 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2017  
      

 Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, February to     
 December except November.       
 The venue is the Hughesdale Community Hall, Cnr Poath and       
 Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale  (MEL 69 C7)   
 Visitors are always very welcome. 

    COMMITTEE:     
    PRESIDENT:             John Thompson 9598 6982 thomme@netspace.net.au     
     DEPUTY LEADER:            Helen Appleby    0419 310 849                                                                                          
     SECRETARY:          Helen Appleby     
     TREASURER:           Catherine Irwin  irwincs@hotmail.com 
     PUBLIC OFFICER:            Helen Appleby 
     NEWSLETTER EDITOR:   Marj Seaton 9570 6293   normarjs@bigpond.com 
     COMMITTEE:                 Amanda Louden  0425 752 870   amandalouden@icloud.com 
       
Please forward any newsletter contributions, comments or photos to Marj at 36 Voumard Street, 
Oakleigh South 3167 or to the email address above.  

 
         Deadline for the February newsletter is January 27th 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DECEMBER MEETING 

Tuesday   December 5th 
Hughesdale Community Hall, cnr Poath and Kangaroo Roads, 8pm 

Members’ Slide night and “Clear the Decks” plant sale 
We finish the year with a bang-up plant sale, a bonza specimen table, our annual slide night and a Christmas 
feast.  Mandy has also promised that a few of her mother’s books will join the “Clear the Decks” table. For 
those who haven’t participated in our ‘clear the decks’ sale before, anyone can bring along plants they’d like to 
rid themselves of.  A charge of a gold coin applies to most plants but that can be varied if the plants are small 
or, alternatively, large or special.  It’s an opportunity to make space at home for the new plants you want to 
grow for next year. 
Please raid your gardens for your best specimens and your kitchens for some Christmas cheer. 
If you have been somewhere interesting or even just around the block, John would like to receive your photos 
in plenty of time to produce a photographic masterpiece. A disk, USB stick or even email about a week before 
would be appreciated (though sending large files might be a problem with emails). 

 RAINFALL RECORDS 
The following are our rainfall records to date for 2017 (in mm). If you have figures not yet submitted, 
please send them to Marj for the January newsletter so we can compare suburbs over the past year. 
 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Oakleigh South 40 81.5 41.7 109 37.6 27.1 37.6 70.8 37.8 44.2   527.3 

Highett 30.6 42.6 27.3 73.8 27.9 18.3 30.6   47.4   372.3 

Hampton 29 44 18 82 14 8 19      214 

Cranbourne 
South 

40 116 58 100 56 28 57 82 85 55   677 

Caulfield Sth 30 59 33 69 24 25 29 61 36 59   425 

Elsternwick         22.8 42    
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2. 
NOVEMBER GATHERING 

 
A very select group of only eight people braved the gloomy skies and thunderstorms to gather at 
Catherine’s place on November 18th for our annual get-together. 
Catherine’s backyard contains a couple of beautiful eucalypts with the bark showing a variety of 
colours due to the rain.  Some big leafed Acacias (a type of A. cognata?) hide the neighbours at the 
back but don’t do much for the noise coming from the railway works going on at Hughesdale station.  
Despite this, we were able to enjoy our supper outside, with Helen and Scott’s sausages and 
everyone else’s salads, chicken wings and some superb desserts.   
 
We have noticed that attendance at our November outing has been severely reduced in recent 
years, so we will be asking for some ideas that will suit more people in future Novembers.  Maybe 
we should have our meetings at Flemington? 
 

 

DIARY DATES  

December 5             Members’ slide night and Christmas break-up. “Clear the Decks” plant sale. 
December 15          Registrations close for ANPSA 2018 Conference, Hobart 
2018  
January 12 – 20  

        ANPSA 2018 Conference, Hobart. Pre and Post tours to King Island and  
          Tasmanian alpine areas.    apstas.org.au  or anpsa.org.au/conference2018 
February 6               “Eremophilas”. Anne Langmaid 
March 6                     “The Top End”. Mike Beamish 
March 17                  APS Vic Committee of Management meeting, host APS Wyndham (See next  
   “Growing Australian”) 
April 3         “Eucalyptus camaldulensis” . Alex Smart OAM 
October 20 – 21      FJC Rogers seminar, Horsham, “Goodeniaceae”. Register interest now 
   fjcrogersseminar2018@gmail.com  See poster under ‘Promotions” 
 
Plant Sales 2018 
March 17,18         Cranbourne Friends plant sale, 10 – 4 (Mel K10) 
April 21          Geelong plant sale, 40 Lovely Banks Road, Lovely Banks (Mel 431 D6), entry $2  
   per adult or $5 per car. 8:30am – 5pm 
April 28          Yarra Yarra plant sale. Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 903 Main Road, Eltham 
May 5          APS Mornington plant sale (tentative) 
May 12                       APS Melton Bacchus Marsh plant sale, St. Andrews Uniting Church, Gisborne 
    Road, Bacchus Marsh, 9-4 

 
ANPSA 2018 – HOBART 

The next Australian native Plants Society conference starts on Monday 15th January 2018 in Hobart.  
If you haven’t booked yet, please do so well before the closing date of 15 December, 2017.   
 
There are still spaces on the ‘Alpine to Rainforest tour’. 
 
Members who have difficulty with the electronic registration to the conference please contact Nicky 
Zanen on 0401 975 191 for assistance. 
 
Members who have already booked and are partaking in tours that include visits to Tasmania’s 
National Parks, for example Bruny Is and the Rainforest and Alpine Tour, need to purchase Parks 
passes.  These are $12 per day per person, or $30 for a pass valid for eight weeks.  Passes will be 
available on the buses.   
For more information about the conference, please visit anpsa.org.au/conference2018 or email 
asgapjan18@gmail.com   If you are considering attending the conference, book accommodation as 
soon as you can.  January is a spectacular but very busy time in Hobart. 
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3. 
MISTLETOES 

I think we are all sufficiently aware of the lifecycle of mistletoes to know about the bird that eats the 
berries then defecates the seed on to a branch where the mistletoe starts its new life. Ray has found 
proof of this process and sent in a photo of the new growing shoots on a broken branch.  Sadly the 
piece of wood is dead so the poor mistletoe babies didn’t have a chance of continuing to develop 
further. 

 
 

 

 

MONTHLY PHOTO GALLERY 

 
A fine display of Macropidia fuliginosa at Cranbourne Gardens at the beginning of November.  This 
species is the only member of the genus Macropidia and is only found in southern Western 
Australia. 

 
 

SoSome visitors to Ray and Eva’s garden: their first kangaroo and two wattle bird chicks in their nest (can you 
spot them?)       


